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President’s Message

Welcome, 

As President of the Alaska Chapter of Safari Club International, it 
has been my pleasure this past year to work with one of the best 
groups of people here in Alaska. As a true conservation group 
supportive of wildlife and wild places and the age-old traditions 

of angling, hunting and trapping associated with them, SCI Alaska Chapter’s year has been a 
particularly unique and exceptional one. The Chapter’s record of accomplishments could not 
have happened if it were not for the team of people on the Board of Directors who so selflessly 
gave of themselves and their resources to support wildlife and our freedom to hunt.

As in past years, your Alaska Chapter continued to lead the field with its exemplary record 
of providing for advocacy, conservation, education and humanitarian efforts.  We continue 
to be the leading supporter of conservation education with our contributions to the Outdoor 
Heritage Foundation’s many worthwhile programs such as Becoming an Outdoors-Woman, 
the Youth Shooting Leagues and Alaskans Afield.  Our conservation efforts included funding 
for black bear research and sheep management and our humanitarian programs included 
Sensory Safaris for disadvantaged children and support for the shooting program that gives 
aid to women’s breast cancer programs and several military appreciation events.

Four years ago SCI Alaska Chapter led an effort to create a political action committee, SCA-
PAC, to ensure politician who supported your freedom to hunt had a better chance of being 
elected. SCA-PAC had a great return on investment in 2018 electing a pro-hunting governor 
and many pro-hunting legislators. That effort paid off in spades as our new Governor, Mike 
Dunleavy has appointed the strongest pro-hunting leadership in the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game in years.  We need to support that leadership!  Ensuring SCI Alaska Chapter 
has the resources to facilitate important pro-hunting initiatives is what tonight is all about!

Hunt Forever,

Jeff Garness 
President, AK Chapter SCI

Jeff
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The Alaskan Hunter newsletter is published quarterly by the Alaska 
Chapter Safari Club International. If you have a submission you want 
considered for publication, please email it as a Word document using the 
email address below. When sending hard copy photos, please label  with a 
self-sticking note and include your name, address and photo description.  
Electronic/digital photos are also accepted. Email them as JPG files to 
admin@aksafariclub.org. Address all other correspondence concerning 
The Alaskan Hunter to:  Editor, AK Chapter SCI, P.O. Box 770511, Eagle 
River, AK 99577

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Winter Issue – December 31  •  Spring Issue – March 31

Summer Issue – June 30  •  Fall Issue – September 30

ADVERTISING RATES

AD SIZE ISSUE YEAR
Business Card .................................... $25.................. $90
¼ Page ................................................ $50................ $200
½ Page .............................................. $100................ $350
Full Page ...........................................$200................ $500

Note:  Acceptance of advertisement in The Alaskan Hunter does not im-
ply endorsement or approval of the advertiser by the Alaskan Chapter 
Safari Club International.  Similarly, no attempt is made to verify hunting 
reports filed by members.  In addition, readers are encouraged to check 
with appropriate authorities before booking any hunt to ensure compli-
ance with local regulations.

The Alaska Chapter SCI  is organized as under IRS rules as a non-profit 501(c)(4) and membership dues and donations made to AK Chapter SCI are not tax deductible.
The SCI Foundation is a non-profit organized under IRS rules 501(c)(3) and donations made to the Foundation are tax deductible.  Donors should consult their tax advisors before taking deductions.

✃
* To join the Alaska Chapter, you must be a member of National SCI.  

You may join the Chapter at a lesser term than National, i.e. life term 
of National, and annual term of Chapter, but to be a life member of 
Chapter, you must be a life member of National.  You may belong to 
more than one chapter, but you will need to indicate which chapter is 
to be “primary”.

  
Annually, SCI regular members 
will receive 6 issues of SAFARI 
magazine, 12 issues of SAFARI 
TIMES newspaper, and 4 issues of 
the AK Chapter newsletter, The 
Alaskan Hunter.  

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS:   ☛ Please mark ( ✓ ) choice

✓ Standard Membership National Chapter* Total

Annual (Single) $65 $10 $75 

3 Year (SAVE $45) $150 $30 $180 

Lifetime $1500 $350 $1850

Senior Life (60 & over) $1250 $250 $1500

International (1 year) $90 $10 $100

Name:______________________________________________________________     Birth date: _____________________ (required for youth & sr life apps)

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City:__________________________________________________ State/Providence:_________ Zip Code:______________ Country:____________________

Daytime Phone:_____________________________________________ FAX:______________________Occupation:__________________________________

Email: (Please print legibly) _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor Name/Membership Number:_______________________________________________________   Cash or Check Enclosed: $_________________ US

To charge, complete the following, sign and MAIL to address at top. DO NOT SEND CREDIT CARD INFO VIA EMAIL.

Check here if you would like to receive a copy of your cc receipt via email:   

Visa/Mastercard ____ ____ ____ ____ - ____ ____ ____ ____ - ____ ____ ____ ____ - ____ ____ ____ ____     Exp date ___ ___ - ___ ___   CVS___ ___ ___ 

Amt. Authorized $________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

APPLIC ATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
MAIL TO: Alaska Chapter Safari Club International
 P.O. Box 770511, Eagle River, Alaska 99577
 (Make checks payable to AK Chapter SCI)

CALL: (907) 980-9018
FAX: (907) 745-6175 
ONLINE: www.aksafariclub.org  ››  select Membership Tab  ››  Application Form
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SCI Alaska Chapter Thanks  

POWERS BROTHERS INC. / TUDOR BINGO  
for their generous support of our  

Conservation & Humanitarian Programs

Play Bingo and All Your Favorite Charity Tabs at

T U D O R  R O A D  B I N G O
3411 East Tudor Road, Anchorage, Ak 99507  |  907-561-4711

Mile 111 Richardson Hwy

(907) 822-3277
Don Joyce & Jim Horrell

Tazlina Welcomes Hunters & Fishermen

TAZLINA RIVER  
TRADING POST

“Even an old man can sometimes get 
lucky and catch a gold ring. January in 

Utah. Hunting & living is good!!” 
GET TOMMY HEINRICH’S WHOLE STORY 

IN THE SPRING ISSUE.
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Europe, where the game managers are 
solely responsible for the animals, and 
the landowners have no vested interest 
in the game populations. Significantly 
different from other countries I have 
hunted and from the U.S. The buck may 
have weighed about 55 pounds, and after 
securing the trophy we delivered the 
carcass to a butcher shop for processing. 
I was told the venison would be given to 
the local fire department as a donation to 
support a family barbecue. 

On day 2 of hunting Alexander met us 
at the Hotel for an early breakfast and a 
few hours of “waiting”. Hunting boar in 
eastern Europe was a truly interesting 
experience. The area around Novi Sad 
has a good road system, and we didn’t 
leave the hotel until we received word 
from another game manager that a boar 

In May of 2018, my wife Elaine and I 
travelled to Serbia to hunt Roe deer and 
Russian boar with Alexander Belancic of  
Safari EHA. We won the auction for the 
hunt at the 2017 Anchorage Chapter SCI 
banquet. One of our reasons for pursu-
ing this hunt was that Alexander had 
included several days of touring histor-
ical Serbian sites as well as hunting.  In 
addition, on our trip we toured several 
eastern Baltic states before travelling to 
Serbia. Plane connections were reason-
able and readily available for all of our 
European stops and for our return to 
Alaska from Belgrade, Serbia.   

 Upon our arrival in Belgrade we were 
met by Alexander at the airport, and 
travelled by car to Novi Sad where we 
were provided lodging in the “old town” 
at the Fontane Restaurant and Hotel. 

Food was good, the staff friendly and 
professional, rooms small but clean, 
quiet, and comfortable, and we were 
located on the boundary of a vehicle 
free pedestrian zone which provided us 
the opportunity to explore a bit in the 
evenings. 

 The next morning I was met by “Sveck”, 
the game manager for about 40,000 
hectares east of Novi Sad. He would 
be my guide for Roe deer. We began 
the day around 04:30a, and used a late 
model Toyota pickup for exploring the 
vast agricultural fields of wheat and 
canola east of the city and north of the 
Danube. We saw several dozen deer and 
by late morning had taken a small but 
nice representative buck for the species. 
He will look great on the wall at home. 
This was my first experience hunting in 

Deer, Boar and History—Serbia 2018
BY DAVID PALMER

CONTINUES ON PAGE 7
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www.wildfootprintsafaris.com

South African 
Hunts

Rifle & Bow
Help SCI Alaska Chapter  

Support Our Veterans...
Donate to the veterans endowment account!  

Your donation is tax deductible and will 
help us support deserving veterans  

continue their hunting heritage.   
For more info call (907) 980-9018.

Your car is insured. Your home is insured.  
WHY NOT insure the future  

of your fishing, hunting and  
2nd amendment rights?  

For $25, less than the cost of a license, you can preserve  
your rights.  For a lump sum of $480 or recurring monthly  

payments of $40, you get special recognition as a  
member of the Outdoor Legacy Fund.  

To donate visit:  scapacak.org  
Questions?  Call (907) 980-9018

Maximum donation allowed by law is $500.  Corporate donations are not allowed.
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Serbia… CONTINUED

Kalemegdan Fortress in Brigade, 
overlooking the confluence of the 

Danube and Sava Rivers.

Dave’s 400lb boar with “gold 
medal” tusks, shot with a 7 

MMRemington Magnum.

Petroveradin Fortress 
above the Danube in 

Novi Sad.

had been sighted. This put us on the 
road for about 45 minutes to travel to the 
estate where we would hunt the boar.  
Upon arriving at the estate we met the 
game manager for the area and a repre-
sentative of the estate. After introduc-
tions the game manager accompanied 
us to the section of the estate where the 
boar had been seen.  We left the vehicle 
in a small stream valley lined with agri-
cultural fields and having a brush-filled 
watercourse meandering through it. Af-
ter a short hike we found the boar at the 
edge of the fields near the brushy area 
and were able to quickly dispatch it. This 
greatly pleased the game manager as 
an aggressive wounded boar could have 
been a problem for the workers tending 
the fields. After a few pictures the boar 
was loaded into our vehicle and deliv-
ered to a butcher shop for processing.  
The boar weighed around 400 pounds 
with “gold medal” tusks. I was glad that 
Alexander had provided me a 7mm 
Remington Magnum for this hunt and 
which seemed well suited to the hunting 
conditions. 

On days three through five we went tour-
ing. The itinerary included the following 
locations:

• Petrovaradin Fortress in Novi Sad.

• Kalemegdan  Fortress in Belgrade.

• St. Sava Orthodox Cathedral in 
Belgrade.

• Several Monasteries in Fruska Gora 
near Novi Sad.

These historical  locations are easily 
researched on the web, and Safari-EHA 
has a good website at http://www.safa-
ri-eha.com/   for more information on 
hunting opportunities.

We had a great trip and really enjoyed 
the historical touring that Alexander 
provided.  n
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FEBRUARY 22 & 23,  2019HUNTING EXPO & SPORTSMANS BANQUET
J O I N  U S  F O R  A L A S K A ’ S  G R E A T E S T  G A T H E R I N G  O F  H U N T E R S

Alaska Chapter SCI needs your help to make 
our taxidermy display at the upcoming 
Annual Hunting Expo the largest ever. The 
fundraiser will once again be held at the 
Dena’ina Center, and we have room for a 
herd of elephants!! 

Our taxidermy display is a large part of the 
expo, and “variety is the spice of life” when it 
comes to the success of our show. We would 
like to have as many different species and 
countries represented as possible. If you 
have a story or pictures of your hunt, email 
them to Susan at admin@aksafariclub.org.  
We especially like to have mentoring or 

family experiences to share with viewers.  

Info placards will be made for each mount 
in the display, so let us know early if you 
can bring in your animal(s).

This is your chance to show off years of 
hunting success! You will be entered in a 
drawing exclusive to those who bring in a 
taxidermy display. 

Contact George Jacoby at (907) 243-6778 or 
bigfishnak@gmail.com for more info and/or 
to reserve space for your animals.  For large 
qualified collections, pickup and delivery 
may be arranged. 

A L A S K A ’ S  W I L D L I F E 
N E E D S  Y O U !

Join Now!
The banquet committee is gearing 
up for the 2019 Alaska Chapter SCI 

Hunting Expo & Sportsman’s Banquet.  
We need interested members to join 

this prestigious team of dedicated 
volunteers to help them make the 

2019 Banquet the best ever. If you can 
help contact Susan at (907) 980-9018 

or admin@aksafariclub.org

TICKETS
on sale online now!

www.aksasfariclub.org

TABLES
Exhibitor Tables

Exhibitor tables available for rent.  
Or ask about complimentary table 

with a donation to the auction. 
Contact Susan Grasser at  
admin@aksafariclub.org;  

(907) 980-9018

Corporate Sponsor Tables
Corporate Sponsor Tables available. 

Four levels of sponsorship.  
Depending on the level you choose, 
benefits may include:  Dinner for 10, 

wine, logo-ed gift, advertisement 
in the banquet program & quarterly 

newsletter, and more!!   
Contact Susan Grasser at  

admin@aksafariclub.org; (907) 
980-9018

More info on our website  
www.aksafariclub.org

Educational Seminars schedule  
to be posted soon. 

Photo Categories & Prizes: 
Adult Trophy – $100 

Youth Harvest – $100 
Other (landscape, wildlife, etc.) – $100 

Winners Announced: 
Saturday Evening,  
February 23, 2019

Size & Presentation Requirements: 
5x7 matted to 8x10 

 or 8x10 matted to 11 x 14 
Name & phone number and description  

must be on back of the photo.

Photo Drop-Off Location: 
Alaska Fur Exchange, corner of  
Tudor & Old Seward, Anchorage 

or bring to Dena’ina Center  
Feb 21 or 22 before 4:30pm

Submission Deadline: 
February 22, 2019

Questions? 
Contact Ruth Cusack 

RuthCusack@live.com 
Phone: (907) 688-0151

PHOTO CONTEST

TAXIDERMY CONTEST  CASH PRIZES!!

Ak SCI invites all taxidermists to participate in our taxidermy contest.  Judging will be an 
informal popular choice process.  All taxidermy is welcome – shoulder mounts, full mounts, 
fish, birds, etc.   Though this will not be a NTA sanctioned event, it will be a great opportu-
nity for you to show off your work to a large number of potential clients – and possibly win 
some CASH!!   Provided there are at least three entries in each category, there will be cash 
prizes as follows:

People’s Choice – $500       Best Life Size Mount – $250       Best Shoulder Mount– $250
Best Fish Mount – $200       Best Bird Mount – $200

 All those bringing taxidermy will be entered to win a firearm!!
Contact George Jacoby at bigfishnak@gmail.com

Or call (907) 243-6778 for more info.

SHOW OFF YOUR TROPHIES

Attempts will be made to display all photos, but space is limited.   
Photos become property of AK Chapter SCI and will not be returned.
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This is an abbreviated listing for the donations on the 2019 SCI Alaska Chapter Auction List.   
For a full description visit our website www.aksafariclub.org or our Facebook Page.

DONOR DONATION LOCATION DESCRIPTION 

Jimmie Jacks North American Fishing Trip Alaska Halibut+ Lodging

L&L Adventures North American Big Game Hunt Texas White Tail, Exotic $4K TF

Monarch Rivers North American Big Game Hunt Illinois Whitetail Deer

Dream Raiser South American Fishing Costa Rica Fishing

Ibamba Safaris African Plains Game RSA Sable 3000 tf credit

Safari Unlimited North American Bird Hunt Mexico Coues Deer

Cazapampa South American Big Game Hunt Argentina Red Deer, wild boar

New Zealand Safaris Big Game Hunt New Zealand Red Stag, Chamois, Tahr

Horn & Antler

Africa Maximum Safaris African Plains Game RSA 2 Sable

Diamond Outfitter's Best Of The West Rifle Item Rifle

Whiteoak Outfitters North American Bird Hunt Nebraska Pheasant

Monkane Safaris African Dangerous Game RSA Cape Buffalo, Hippo

Kodiak Combos North American Big Game Hunt Alaska Blacktail, Mt Goat

WOW Safaris African Plains Game RSA Kudu, Nyala or $6,700 ft credit

Ak Dept. of Fish & Game North American Big Game Hunt Alaska Dall Sheep

Cassidy Big Game Hunting Colorado Mule Deer Hunt Colorado Mule Deer

Numzaan Safaris African Plains Game RSA 2 Nyala

Saltwater Safari Company North American Fishing Trip Alaska Salmon/Lingcod/Rockfish

Leopard Valley Safaris African Plains Game RSA Cape Buffalo 5000 tf credit

Frank Entsminger Bronze Sculpture N/A Artwork

Cape to Cairo Plains Game RSA Plains Game & $4,000 Shared TF

Artwork by Chip Brock Painting N/A Artwork

Hawkeye Safaris African Plains Game Namibia 2 Kudu

Fernando Saiz Spain Europe Big Game Hunt Spain Red Stag (Iberian)

Dries Visser African Plains Game RSA Trophies or $2,500 Per Hunter

Ruth Cusack Artwork N/A Photograph

Roger Jorgensen Austria Fallow Deer

Bayette Plains Game Namibia Mountain Zebra, Kalahari Gemsbuck

Whitelion African Plains Game RSA Roan Antelope

Bushwhacker Air North American Big Game Hunt Alaska Air Transport

Trust The Land Outfitter North American Big Game Hunt Alberta Mule Deer

New Zealand Safaris Big Game Hunt New Zealand 2 Red Stag

Legadema African Dangerous Game Mozambique Cape Buffalo

Leopard Valley Safaris African Green Dart Hunt RSA Rhino

Bell Wildlife Specialties North American Big Game Hunt Kansas Whitetail Deer

David Green Fur Coat N/A Fur Coat

Giuseppe Carrizosa Europe Big Game Hunt Spain 2,000 TF Credit

ESP Safaris African Dangerous Game RSA crocodile

SCI Alaska Chapter Life Membership N/A SCI & Chaper

SCI Alaska Chapter 2020 Head Table N/A Head Banquet Table

L & S Hunting Co South American Bird Hunt Argentina Dove

Saturday
HUNTING EXPO & SPORTSMANS BANQUET
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DONOR DONATION LOCATION DESCRIPTION 

Alaskan Fishing Adventures NA Fishing Trip Alaska Halibut Combo

Briarwood Sporting Club NA Big Game Hunt Ohio Whitetail

Matthews Hunting Safaris South Pacific Big Game New Zealand 3 Red Stags 

SCI Alaska Rifle Rifle Item Rifle

Phillip Bronkhorst Safaris African Plains Game RSA $3,500 credit

Airframes Alaska 2 35” Bush Wheels + Bush Tailwheel N/A Airplane Tires

The Safari Connection Nebraska Mule Deer Hunt Nebraska Whitetail or Mule Deer

Numzaan Safaris African Plains Game RSA $4,000 Shared TF

Safari Unlimited NA Bird Hunt Mexico Ocellated Turkey

HuntInSpain Europe Big Game Hunt Spain 1 Deeror Mouflon

Lad Shunneson Adventures Fishing Mexico Roosterfish, Blue Marlin, Sail Fish

Matsuri African Plains Game RSA 2 Kudu

Alaska Dept of Fish & Game NA Big Game Hunt Alaska Moose

Rogue Expeditions NA Bird Hunt Alaska Emperor Geese

Safari Unlimited Fishing Belize Fishing/Diving

Safari Unlimited NA Bird Hunt Mexico Gould’s Turkey

John Hilsinger Wood Sculpture Artwork Moose Rocking Chair

Alaska Legands Lodge NA Fishing Trip Alaska Halibut Combo

Kuvhima Safaris African Plains Game RSA $3,000.00

Glacier Bay Eagle Nest Lodge NA Fishing Trip Alaska Salmon/Halibut

Safari Unlimited NA Bird Hunt Texas Sandhill Crane

Cape to Cairo Plains Game RSA $4,000.00 TF

L&L Adventures NA Big Game Hunt Texas Exotic K TF

Matthews Hunting Safaris South Pacific Big Game New Zealand 3 Chamois

David Denies Wingshooting SA bird hunt Argentina Dove

Ibamba Safaris African Dangerous Game RSA Cape Buffalo 5000 tf credit

Diamond Outfitter’s NA Big Game Hunt Arizona Coues Deer

La Espadella Hunting & Adventure Europe Big Game Hunt Spain Beceite Ibex

ESP Safaris African Dangerous Game RSA crocodile

Mount Carmel African Plains Game RSA 2 Common Springbok, 2 White Blesbuck

Bell Wildlife Specialties NA Bird Hunt Kansas Turkey

2 0 1 9  A U C T I O N  H I G H L I G H T S
This is an abbreviated listing for the donations on the 2019 SCI Alaska Chapter Auction List.   
For a full description visit our website www.aksafariclub.org or our Facebook Page.Friday

THE BIDDING HAS STARTED...
for the 2019 43rd Annual SCI Alaska Hunting EXPO & Sportsman’s Banquet Online Hunting Auction. 

This year SCIAK will offer 35 live auction items on Friday February 22nd and 40 on Saturday February 23rd, 
featuring trips from all over the world including hunting and fishing trips that we have never listed before.

Our donors have given a lot this year and we sincerely appreciate their support! 
The Outfitter of the Year to be awarded on Sat. Feb 23.
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SCI Alaska Chapter continues to 
demonstrate its position as one of the 
most influential outdoor groups in 
Alaska and the nation.  From elections 
to legislation to the regulatory process, 
AK SCI was heavily involved over this 
past year.

On the federal front, we worked hard 
with key chapter members like Tina 
Cunning to craft new savings clause 
language to be inserted into any 
federal legislation that would clearly 
acknowledge the states as owners and 
managers of fish and game resources 
within their boundaries.  Because of the 
unique position Alaska has within state 
and federal  leadership, we can ensure 
that any legislation over the next two 
years dealing  with hunting and conser-
vation will have to have the language 
we developed  in it to pass.

SCI continues to participate in the 
federal regulatory process with com-
ments in support of hunters as federal 
bureaucrats, even in the age of Trump, 
continue to promulgate and defend 
anti-hunting policies.  At this time we 
are involved in a couple of lawsuits 
defending our members’ right to hunt.  
Included in those litigation efforts is 
Board Member John Sturgeon’s lawsuit 
against the National Park Service.  This 
case is extremely important as it will 
decide who has management authority 
on state has owned waters and lands.  
Oral arguments were back in November 
and with the appointment of Justice 
Kavanaugh, we are hopeful Mr. Stur-
geon will win.  John spent over a mil-
lion dollars on this case and could really 
use some financial support.  Donations 
can be made at www.ohfak.org.

G OV E R N M E N T  A F FA I R S  R E P O R T BY LOUIS CUSACK

Here on the home front, AK SCI was 
active on both the legislative front as 
well as in key elections and ballot initia-
tives.  During the last legislative session 
this past spring we were instrumental 
in amending a bill by Governor Walker 
that if it had passed would have made 
it crystal clear that hunting would be 
a preferred use on state refuges.  It 
passed the Senate with all Republicans 
and one Democrat voting in favor.  On 
the House side the House Majority 
blocked the bill from going to the floor 
for a vote.

For the first time in years there was an 
anti-hunting ballot initiative to deal 
with during the 2018 elections.  Ballot 
measure 1 purportedly was for pre-
serving Alaska’s salmon stocks, but as is 
often the case; the devil was in the de-
tails.  Ballot measure one was so poorly 
written that if the wrong folks were to 
be elected they could have shut down 
the state economically, not to mention 
blocked access to your favorite hunting 
grounds.

Last of all, SCI Alaska Chapter member-
ship and leadership played a very im-
portant role in the election of Governor 
Mike Dunleavy.  It may sound cliché, 
but elections do have consequences 
and the results put an avid hunter and 
outdoorsman in the Governor’s office.  
We are hopeful that we will once again 
be led by a Governor who will stand up 
for state management authority and 
will strive to ensure that our freedom 
to hunt will be preserved.  In one of his 
first moves he appointed one of the 
strongest leadership teams in recent 
times to lead the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game.  

In looking back over 2018, we had a 
pretty good year.  We won some major 
battles and lost very few, but we can do 
better.  Your AK SCI leaders are heav-
ily invested in time and resources to 
preserving your freedom to hunt.  You 
could lend much needed assistance 
by getting more involved.  At the very 
least please consider donating to SCA-
PAC which supports Alaska’s hunters by 
working on elections.  You can make 
a big difference by going to www.
scapacak.org and making a donation.  
Better yet commit to a recurring dona-
tion of $10 to $40 a month as many of 
your fellow members are doing.  n
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Outstanding Member of the Year: 
Louis Cusack

Kathleen Shoop, Volunteer 
of the Year Award

President’s Award,  
John Sturgeon

BY CARRI ANN MUELLER 

Thanks to all those who braved the 
snow and bad road conditions, we had 
another good event.  We tried a new lo-
cation and chef this year, the 49th Sate 
Brewing Co. in Anchorage. They did 
a great job with the service and food.  
After a feast of Prime Rib, Herd Crusted 
Turkey and a delicious Bread Pudding 
for dessert, everyone seemed to think it 
was a venue we might want to consider 
using again.

 It was quite a natural fit with the 
holiday décor of moose racks, caribou 
chandlers and local Alaskan craft beer.   
Our Christmas Party committee added 
a slideshow of rotating hunting photos, 
intertwining the “Hunting Seasons” 
into the “Holiday Season”.   The festive 
spirit was enhanced by the addition of 
live music provided by a most delight-
ful piano player, Alexander Zlatkovski.   
Altogether, it was a great evening of   
conversations and laughter as we mixed 
and mingled, catching up with old 
friends and making new ones.  

After the meal, Jeff Garness took charge 
of the meeting to present the 2018 
awards.  This is the time of year we 
recognize those chapter members who 
have made outstanding contributions to 
our club and to the hunting community. 

Super-hunter and all-around good guy 
Louis Cusack was recognized as the 
“Outstanding Member of the Year” for 
his contributions to our efforts to fulfill 
our mission areas.  Louis has taken 
on the task of Hunt Co-ordinator for 
our 2019 Fundraiser & Hunt Expo on 
February 22 & 23.  We can already see 
the benefit of his talents in our online 
hunting auction lineup.

Kathleen Shoop was awarded the 
Volunteer of the Year award.  Kathleen 
has been a member for just 2 years, and 
she has already become indispensable, 
always available to fill the empty slots 
in our booths at events like guns shows, 
the Great Alaska Sportsmen’s Show and 
the State Fair.  She is the queen of raffle 
tickets sales and her enthusiasm for the 
SCI AK Chapter missions is unmatched, 

particularly in the area of conservation. 

President Jeff Garness recognized John 
Sturgeon by giving him this year’s Pres-
ident’s Award.  John was engaged in a 
lengthy battle for over a decade fighting 
the National Park Service to preserve 
access rights for Alaskans.

Past President Stacee Kleinsmith was 
also presented the President’s Award 
recognizing her efforts on the annual 
fundraiser and her contributions to the 
Chapter’s important missions.

The winner of the new member incen-
tive drawing was   Don Coffman, who 
chose the Remington 870 Wingmaster 
shotgun over the Leopold binoculars.  
Congratulations, Don!

2018 Christmas Party & 
Awards Presentations
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Unlocking Alaska’s
Energy Resources

M A J O R  S P O N S O R S



 1 4  T H E  A L A S K A N  H U N T E R  w w w . a k s a f a r i c l u b . o r g

Relentless Progression. Celebrating 600 Employees Strong.

PROJEC T MANAGEMENT ·  FABRIC AT ION  
CONSTRUC T ION ·  OPER AT IONS & MAINTENANCE            

NORTh DAkOTA · TExAS · AlAskA    
An Alaska Corporation

3000 C Street, Suite 202  |  Anchorage, AK 99503  |  (907) 771-5800
www.deltaconstructors.net

Providing Full Service  
  conStruction ServiceS

M A J O R  S P O N S O R S
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Everything we do at Home Instead Senior 
Care® is driven by our universal mission:   

To enhance the lives of aging adults  
and their families.

440 W. Benson Blvd, Suite 100
Anchorage, AK  99503

(907) 277-4663

Serving Anchorage, Fort Richardson, Elmendorf, Eagle River, Wasilla, Palmer, Big Lake and Girdwood.

Home Instead® offers 
an individualized  
approach to keep  
seniors safe and 
sound at home,  

instead of  
anywhere else.
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M A J O R  S P O N S O R S

WE ALTH MANAGEMENT   |    RETIREMENT PL ANNING   |    ESTATE PL ANNING   |    TA X PL ANNING

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC
Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

Wealth Strategies of Alaska is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Mick Heitman, ChFC©

President, WSA
Registered Principal, RJFS

Chartered Financial Consultant

4300 B Street, Suite 507
Anchorage, AK 99503

907-561-4423
mick.heitman@raymondjames.com

wealthstrategiesalaska.com

WEALTH
STRATEGIES
O F  A L A S K A
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PUTTING AND KEEPING  
SHEEP ON THE MOUNTAIN

www.akwildsheep.org

© 2017 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. ARX77SC3 | MLWM-100-AD | 470944PM-1016 | 10/2016

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products 
and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith 
Incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and Member SIPC, 
and other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation.

Robert A Jr Bracco, CIMA®
Senior Vice President-Wealth Management
Wealth Management Advisor

800.937.0619

225 N. 9th Street, Suite 700
Boise, ID 83702

SEE YOUR AD HERE!

To find out how call 

(907) 980-9018

Outdoor Heritage Foundation 
          of Alaska

CONSERVING 
ALASKA, 
PRESERVING 
TRADITIONS
www.ohfak.org
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Eddie Grasser, CEO
grassroots53@gmail.com

(907) 841-0358

P o w e r i n g  P e r s u a s i v e  s o l u t i o n s

GRASSROOTS 
STRATEGIES

TOOL TESTING

SHOP SUPPORT

DATA SUPPORT

OPERATIONAL SUPPORT

NICHE DOWNHOLE TOOLS

Whether it is downhole tool development, specialized 
labor, shop support, machining services, data  
management or tool testing, Northern Solutions is 
here to provide resources that deliver. We were born 
here, we operate here, but have also served in the 
contiguous United States and as far as Canada, Africa, 
North Sea and Colombia.

CONSISTENCY. QUALITY. RELIABILITY.

northernsolutionsak.com  |  907-336-3343

GRANT AREND

5015 Business Park Blvd.  
Anchorage, AK 99503  

(907) 865-5550

907-222-2750
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TAZLINA RIVER 
TRADING POST

David J. Sperbeck, PhD
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C H A P T E R  E V E N T S

Mat-Su Outdoorsman’s Show
March 22-24, 2019

Menard Center, Wasilla

Great Ak Sportsman’s Show
April 4-7, 2019

Sullivan Arena, Anchorage

AK Chapter Annual  
Membership Meeting

TBA in late April
American Legion

Youth Day
June 1, 2019

Birchwood Shooting Park

Alaska State Fair
Palmer Fair Grounds
Aug 22-Sept 2, 2019

AK Legislative Fly-in
March 25-26, 2019

Juneau, AK

• • •

O T H E R  E V E N T S

SCI Annual Meeting &
Lobby Day

Washington DC
May 8-11, 2019

Midnight Sun Charity Shootout
Outdoor Heritage Foundation of AK

Grouse Ridge
July 2019

UPCOMING   
SCI  EVENTS

CONTACT  
INFORMATION
Alaska Chapter SCI

P.O. Box 770511
Eagle River, AK  99577

Ph: 907-980-9018  ·  Fx: 907-745-6175
Email: admin@aksafariclub.org

www.aksafariclub.org

Mindy Payne took this Burchell’s Zebra on 
October 5th, 2018 with Elandpro Safaris (owner 

Gerrit Breedt) in Grootfontein, Namibia.
She hunted a solid five days before she was 

successful on this zebra hunt, due to  
changing winds and their keen eyesight.  

It was quite a thrill!


