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Romania Hunting Adventure
BY JODEE KUDEN ©2018

Romania you ask, who picks Romania as a 

place to hunt?  It is so unique that I did.  Free 

range, spot and stalk hunting in Romania 

was the strong appeal for the roe buck that 

I wanted, but that changed to a red stag 

and roe buck after an email exchange with 

Lorand Kornis. I packed my bag and depart-

ed from Anchorage on my way to Sibiu on 

the 19th of September for the opportunity 

to hunt the red deer rut; hunting a red stag 

during the roar was an adventure I couldn’t 

let pass by.  After a full day of travel and an 

eleven-hour time change, Lorand met me at 

the Sibiu airport in the early morning hours 

on the 21st.  We drove about two hours to 

the small village of Ruganesti near Cristuru 

Secuiesc.  Just before we arrived at the guest 

house (lodge), we stopped in a field and lis-

tened, waiting to hear a roar, the stag’s call 

for mates or dominance over other stags.  

We might have heard one in the distance, 

but at that point I was to travel weary to 

care.  Through this weary fog I recall Lorand 

saying he would pick me up for an evening 

hunt as I crashed on the bed about 3 a.m. 

 

Hunting the red stag took precedent on this 

trip, since Lorand said roe deer were plenti-

ful and easy to find a nice buck.  By the end 

of the third day I was beginning to won-

der if I would find the “right size” stag; my 

patience was running thin to find my stag.  

In Romania like the rest of Europe, the size 

of the antlers determines the trophy price 

you pay and I had a middle sized trophy, the 

price I had budgeted was my target.  We saw 

plenty of stags, both smaller and bigger, or 

running away, or heard but not seen.  There 

were many stags, but I was holding to my 

budget.  However, unbeknownst to me my 

time was coming.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Lorand and I with my stag.
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Fall hunting season is winding down and the geese are beginning 

to head south. It’s the annual reminder that cooler days lay ahead 

and SCI AK Chapter Board members along with annual fundrais-

er committee members have begun the arduous task of gathering 

donations and lining up sponsors for the annual Hunting Expo 

and Sportsmen’s Banquet.  We could really use some help from 

our members this year and are hopeful you will heed the call.

I just stepped into the Presidency a couple of months ago and am quickly learning that our 

hunting heritage is facing increasingly tougher challenges.  I can assure you the Alaska 

Chapter leadership is doing all that we can to preserve your freedom to hunt.

SCI AK Chapter and SCI National together form the strongest advocacy group for hunting, 

fighting for you in Alaska and Washington DC.  We are the only group in Alaska that is heav-

ily engaged in the three most important efforts to preserve the hunting heritage, advocacy, 

conservation, and education.

It takes significant resources to effectively carry out our efforts to ensure you and your 

descendants will be able to head to your favorite grounds for generations to come.  We can 

accomplish that goal more effectively with your help.

The annual Hunting Expo and Sportsmen’s Banquet will take place February 22 & 23, 2019, 

and will be held once again at the Dena’ina Center in downtown Anchorage.  Success de-

pends upon a variety of factors, and SCI members pitching in would make all the difference. 

The areas where you, as a member, can help include gathering donations for the raffles and 

silent auctions, hunting or fishing donations, artwork, and other items for the live auction, 

underwriting, and help with selling tickets to the banquet.

I hope everyone had a great hunting season, and are enjoying the fruits of the harvest. I look 

forward to seeing everyone at the banquet in February.

Hunt Forever,

Jeff Garness 

President, AK Chapter SCI

Jeff

SCI  ALASKA  CHAPTER 
OFFICERS  &  DIRECTORS
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The Alaskan Hunter newsletter is published quarterly by the Alaska 
Chapter Safari Club International. If you have a submission you want 
considered for publication, please email it as a Word document using the 
email address below. When sending hard copy photos, please label  with a 
self-sticking note and include your name, address and photo description.  
Electronic/digital photos are also accepted. Email them as JPG files to 
admin@aksafariclub.org. Address all other correspondence concerning 
The Alaskan Hunter to:  Editor, AK Chapter SCI, P.O. Box 770511, Eagle 
River, AK 99577

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Winter Issue – December 31  •  Spring Issue – March 31

Summer Issue – June 30  •  Fall Issue – September 30

ADVERTISING RATES

AD SIZE	 ISSUE	 YEAR
Business Card..................................... $25...................$90
¼ Page................................................. $50.................$200
½ Page................................................$100.................$350

Full Page........................................... $200.................$500

Note:  Acceptance of advertisement in The Alaskan Hunter does not im-
ply endorsement or approval of the advertiser by the Alaskan Chapter 
Safari Club International.  Similarly, no attempt is made to verify hunting 
reports filed by members.  In addition, readers are encouraged to check 
with appropriate authorities before booking any hunt to ensure compli-
ance with local regulations.

The Alaska Chapter SCI  is organized as under IRS rules as a non-profit 501(c)(4) and membership dues and donations made to AK Chapter SCI are not tax deductible.
The SCI Foundation is a non-profit organized under IRS rules 501(c)(3) and donations made to the Foundation are tax deductible.  Donors should consult their tax advisors before taking deductions.

A PPLIC ATION FOR ME MBE RSHIP
Mail to:  Alaska Chapter Safari Club International — P.O. Box 770511 — Eagle River, Alaska 99577
Phone:  907-980-9018 — Fax: 907-745-6175 — www.aksafariclub.org — admin@aksafariclub.org

Name:_________________________________________________     Birth date: _____________________ (required for youth & sr life apps)

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________________

City:_____________________________ State/Providence:_________ Zip Code:______________ Country:____________________

Daytime Phone:_________________________________ FAX:______________________Occupation:________________________

Email: (Please print legibly) ________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor Name/Membership Number:___________________________________________Cash or Check Enclosed: $__________ US

Or for charge, complete the following & sign.  Check here if you would like to receive a copy of your cc receipt via email:   

Visa/Mastercard __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ Exp date __ __ - __ __ CVS__ __ __ Amt. Authorized $____________

Signature_____________________________________________________________

Annually, SCI regular members will receive 6 issues of SAFARI magazine, 12 issues of SAFARI TIMES newspaper and 4 issues of The Alaskan Hunter.   
Make check payable to AK Chapter SCI.

✃

*	 To join the Alaska Chapter, you must be a member of National SCI.  You may 
join the Chapter at a lesser term than National, i.e. life term of National, 
and annual term of Chapter, but to be a life member of Chapter, you must 
be a life member of National.  You may belong to more than one chapter.

SCI PUBLICATIONS GO DIGITAL!   NEW DIGITAL MEMBERSHIP RATES AVAILABLE!

DO NOT SEND CREDIT CARD INFO VIA EMAIL. 
Send completed form to address at top.

RENEWING MEMBERS desiring PRINTED publications
☛ please mark choice

✓ Standard Membership National Chapter* Total

Annual (Single) $65 $10 $75 

3 Year (SAVE $45) $150 $30 $180 

Lifetime $1500 $350 $1850

Senior Life (60 & over) $1250 $250 $1500

International (1 year) $90 $10 $100

**View Safari Magazine and Safari Times online only. You will receive the 
chapter’s quarterly publication, The Alaska Hunter, via USPS. 

RENEWING MEMBERS desiring DIGITAL publications
☛ please mark choice

✓ Digital Membership** National Chapter* Total

Annual (Single) $35 $10 $45

3 Year $90 $30 $120

NEW INTRO RATE  Never been a member? Select from these rates:
☛ please mark choice 

✓ NEW Membership* National Chapter* Total

Annual (Single) $35 $10 $45

3 Year $90 $30 $120
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Rom a n i a Hu n t i n g Ad v e n t u re CONTINUED

After the toast, the Master Hunter, his 

two sons, Lorand and I all loaded into 

vehicles and went looking for a red stag.  

We parked, and four of us (left one son 

behind) hiked up a hill, into the trees, 

and within the forest we came to an ele-

vated stand.  We went up into the stand 

for a while but didn’t hear any stags.  We 

left the stand, hiked through the forested 

hill to the edge of a clearing and stopped 

there to glass and listen.  We heard a 

stag, then more red deer but couldn’t see 

any of them.  We waited, thinking they 

would come into the clearing to graze 

though the wind was picking up speed.  

Looking off to the western horizon we 

could see the dark clouds boiling our 

direction.  The clouds raced towards us 

as the wind increased speed and the red 

deer stayed in the trees.  As the leading 

edge of the rain came near us, the four of 

us made a mad dash down the hill.  The 

sky grew darker and it became difficult 

for me to see the terrain but somehow I 

managed to stay on my feet for that half 

mile dash as the ground became slick 

from the rain.  The warmth of the palin-

ka had worn off and I was glad to arrive 

at vehicle with a good heater picked up 

by the son we left behind.  At dinner 

after this first evening hunt, Lorand in-

formed me that I passed their test.  I was 

truly glad I didn’t know beforehand and 

understand that they did need to gauge 

my abilities, since I was the first Ameri-

can woman hunter they had ever hosted.  

I was a stranger to them just as they were 

to me.  We built our trust in each other 

that evening. 

Back to my decision time…  I knew the 

time it would take me to get up the other 

hillside could cost me the opportunity.  I 

had Lorand set up his homemade shoot-

ing sticks, it cradled his rifle like a lead 

sled does, and I got set.  The bigger stag 

roared and chased off the smaller one, 

but came back to his hinds.  Stopped, 

I was up early as I had been the previ-

ous three mornings and when Lorand 

arrived at 5 a.m. I was ready to go.  We 

drove to a spot and parked, from there 

we began our hike in the early pre-dawn 

light to arrive in the forested hills to lis-

ten and wait.  I thought it would be a spot 

and stalk hunt, but all of our stag hunt-

ing to this point was really a listen and 

stalk.  We heard a faint roar maybe off to 

our right.  Sound travels well in the quiet 

early morning but it also bounces and 

echoes through the Carpathian foot-

hills and valleys.  Yet, after three days of 

hunting with Lorand I had confidence 

he was leading me in the correct direc-

tion.  There was no path to follow, just 

the sound of the roar.  We went down the 

slope, up the next slope, cut across a hill, 

down through the trees and brush.  I was 

trying to be quiet while walking on the 

fallen leaves and keep up with him, but 

I fell behind.  He knew where he was go-

ing and that familiarity of the area gave 

him an advantage.  However, my slow-

ness paid off since Lorand came back my 

direction and we hiked diagonally along 

the hill to the edge of the forest where it 

opened into a valley, the two-hour stalk 

paid off.  Across the way and up high 

on the next slope stood two stags and a 

half-dozen hinds (females).  From this 

spot we took a minute to discuss our 

next course of action, there were two 

options: a long shot from where we stood 

or hike around and over to the other side 

of the valley, closer to the stags. Time to 

make my decision…

Before I go further on about the hunt, I 

want to explain how we built our con-

fidence in each other since we barely 

knew each other.  Fortunately, I had 

met my guide Lorand Kornis in Austria 

the year prior.  We accidently met in 

the company mutual Austrian friends.  

Lorand knew English, so we had a brief 

visit that evening.  Eight months later 

Lorand contacted me about a fall hunt 

with him.  I contacted my Austrian 

friends who had hunted with him and 

they all assured me traveling around 

Romania was as safe as anyplace for an 

American to travel.  They had good expe-

rience and successful hunt with him.  All 

of these factors assisted in my decision 

to choose Romania and hunt there with 

Lorand, since I am a woman taking this 

adventure on my own. 

The first evening hunt on the 21st turned 

out to be a “test” of sorts.  Lorand picked 

me up as he said he would, when we 

soon stopped at the home of the Master 

Hunter, leader of the hunting district 

where I was going to hunt.  We had a 

short visit that included the hunting 

tradition of a toast to a successful by 

consuming a shot of palinka.  I don’t 

drink before a hunt, but the discuss with 

Lorand would not get me out of it with-

out causing offense.  At least I managed 

to get a half of a shot.  The traditional 

purpose is to make you warm 

on the inside to withstand 

the cold outdoor activ-

ity.  Well it definitely 

did that as it is the 

local moonshine.  

My beautiful roe buck.
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before going out for the evening hunt.  

During the afternoons, between hunting 

outings I walked around the Ruganesti 

village.  After the successful hunts, the 

rest of my days were spent touring the 

area including a trip to the Bran Castle, a 

tourist spot known as “Dracula’s castle.”  

I also hiked Lake Ursu Natural Reserve 

near the town of Sovata.  Lake Ursu is 

the largest, heliothermal salt lake in Eu-

rope and widely known for its therapeu-

tic properties.  There are salt mines there 

one can visit as well.  I climbed to the 

top (22.5 meters) of the “Sacred Heart of 

Jesus Lookout.”  I have mentioned just a 

few things and other options are avail-

able as well.  

I would highly recommend this unique 

place to visit and hunt. There is a lot of 

history and adventure available in the 

Transylvania region where my guide 

lives.  I have traveled to other places and 

while in Romania I felt safe, comfortable, 

and enjoyed my time there as I have in 

those other places.  I am pleased I took 

the chance and experienced this adven-

ture.  Lorand Kornis did an exceptional 

job as my guide and host along with his 

sister Judith who toured me around the 

area.  If you want to try Romania, please 

contact Lorand.  He can tell you what 

other species are available for hunting 

as well.  You can email him at kornislo-

rand@gmail.com or reach him through 

Facebook.  n

turned broadside 

and roared again.  

Lorand said it was 

about 300 meters, I 

adjusted the cross 

hairs to just above 

the top of his back 

and pulled the 

trigger.  He reared 

up on his hind legs, lounged forward and 

disappeared behind a tree.  Because the 

stag had reared up and lounged, I felt 

confident with my shot.  Lorand took the 

rifle and went after him as I stayed below 

with the shooting sticks.  In just a few 

minutes a vehicle came into the bottom 

where I was waiting and two men get 

out, they came over and introduced 

themselves, a guide with another hunter 

from Denmark.  In just a few minutes we 

saw Lorand dragging my stag down the 

hill.  We met up with him, took pictures, 

dragged the stag down to the vehicle 

and loaded it in the back, and off we 

went back to the Master Hunter’s house 

to show my success.  Yes, one shot kill 

across the valley.  I was very excited to 

have my free range Romanian red stag!  

It turns out I stayed within my budget, 

even slightly less in size, but I appreciat-

ed Lorand’s ability to judge its size and 

honesty in the pricing of it.  Now I have 

added the red stag’s ivory teeth to my 

collection of elk ivory.  Hunting during 

the roar will be something I won’t forget, 

because it is far different from the bugle 

of an elk or the grunt of a moose.  

Two mornings later I filled my roe buck 

tag with another long shot at that little 

deer.  There were plenty of roe deer to 

glass and I finally got to put a spot and 

stalk on a nice buck.  It was an easier 

hunt than the stag, we were skirting the 

edges of corn and alfalfa fields to find 

the deer grazing in the early morning or 

late evenings.  I must say the shooting 

sticks supported that rifle so well I felt 

very comfortable taking longer shots 

then I normally would.  Since getting a 

rifle and ammo into Romania (a for-

mer Communist country) is difficult, 

therefore I chose to use Lorand’s Howa 

bolt action .30-06 rifle topped with a 

very fine Swarovski variable scope.  His 

skill and equipment was top shelf, and 

his knowledge of the various species 

became apparent during this adventure.  

Lorand was and is an excellent guide 

and I plan to hunt in Hungary with him 

on another the future trip. 

The Kuria Vedeghaz guest house where 

I stayed fed me breakfast and dinner, all 

of the homemade or home grown food 

was delicious.  Some days we went out to 

lunch and others days I just had a snack 

The Bran castle.

Shooting 
sticks cradle 
the rifle.

Lodge accommodations and meals.
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SCI Alaska Chapter Thanks  

POWERS BROTHERS INC. / TUDOR BINGO  
for their generous support of our  

Conservation & Humanitarian Programs

Play Bingo and All Your Favorite Charity Tabs at

T U D O R  R O A D  B I N G O
3411 East Tudor Road, Anchorage, Ak 99507  |  907-561-4711

Mile 111 Richardson Hwy

(907) 822-3277
Don Joyce & Jim Horrell

Tazlina Welcomes Hunters & Fishermen

TAZLINA RIVER  
TRADING POST

Business owner, Stacee Kleinsmith, 

is a committed hunter conserva-

tionist whose company has contrib-

uted tremendous amounts of time 

and treasure to wildlife conserva-

tion and our hunting heritage.  

Stacee is an avid bowhunter and has served on the SCI 

Alaska Chapter Board of Directors for many years, and 

served as Board President from July 1, 2016 to June 30, 

2018.  However, the real news on Home Instead has to in-

clude mention of the participation of the employees.  Each 

year Home Instead employees organize and manage our 

silent auction at the annual banquet and fundraiser.  

Stacee and her employees exemplify the hunter conser-

vationist envisioned by President Teddy Roosevelt and his 

contemporaries.  They are strong supporters of wildlife 

conservation and the traditions supported by sustainable 

wildlife populations.  

SCI Alaska Chapter 

expresses its deep 

appreciation for 

Home Instead’s com-

mitment in treasure 

and volunteer time to 

Alaska’s wildlife and 

its people.  n

COMPANIES     CARE!that

Stacee stands with 
Hobo Jim at the 
Alaska State Fair.
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I recently attended a meeting on 
ethical hunting practices hosted by 
the Eastern Interior Regional Advisory 
Committee (EIRAC) and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS).  When 
I was invited, I figured we would 
be talking about fair chase hunting 
concepts; however, this discussion was 
primarily about interactions among 
hunters and more specifically, about 
respect and tolerance.

Alaska’s fish and wildlife resources 
belong to all citizens and are to be 
managed accordingly as spelled out in 
our state constitution and follows the 
basic premise for the U.S. Constitution 
which is equality.  However, western 
civilizations developed the basic tenets 
of democratic governance over many 
centuries, while Alaska’s indigenous 
peoples had it thrust upon them in the 
course of one century.  Such cultural 
transitions can be very difficult and 
often result in controversy and thus 
conflict.  Alaska today is an example 
of that very circumstance and the 
EIRAC members are to be commended 
for initiating a timely and necessary 
conversation.

I firmly believe that the foundations of 
our government are the best ever set 
down as a path for human governance 
that has the potential for allowing ev-
ery citizen the opportunity to flourish 
economically and spiritually.  Yes it is 
true that some of the founders were 
slave owners, and yes it is true that 

political leaders from that time until 
today that have supported discrimina-
tory laws and policies; however, we’ve 
also come a long ways since the civil 
war and adherence to those founding 
principles is closer than ever.  

What does all of the above have to do 
with anything?  Well it seems to me 
that if we are ever going to find a way 
to save our hunting heritage we are 
going to have to find ways to come 
together.  As I stated in my introducto-
ry comments at the meeting, hunting 
faces several major challenges among 
which is a growing urban culture and a 
dwindling rural culture that is creating 
more and more non-hunters, not to 
mention anti-hunters.  If we are going 
to save our heritage, we need to find 
ways to come together as the zealots 
in the anti-hunting community are flat 
out against hunting no matter what 
the reasons.

I chose the title for this piece as ethical 
hunting should definitely include tol-
erance and respect, not just fair chase 
techniques.  We all need to respect 
other people’s property, but we also 
need to be tolerant of others in their 
use of the resource.  Talking with land-
owners and asking permission to hunt 
on their land should be a given.  How-
ever, we also need to recognize that 
folks living in remote areas of Alaska 
not only have traditional camping sites 
and hunting grounds, but often need 
their harvest to feed their families.   At 

the same time, rural folks need to 
recognize that public lands are open 
to all hunters and therefore could help 
ease some of conflicts by accepting 
that a hunter camped miles away from 
where they are hunting poses little 
competition.

Having spent the majority of my 
adult life working to save the hunt-
ing heritage, it is often frustrating to 
acknowledge that one of our biggest 
stumbling blocks are fellow groups of 
hunters.  If we could find ways to avoid 
self-inflicted wounds and start finding 
ways to unify, and therefore strengthen 
our efforts, the future of our heritage 
would be more secure.  We all need 
to discard the “me first” platform and 
start building a unified effort that first 
and foremost preserves the heritage of 
hunting.

Yes, hunting is being challenged as 
a human tradition more than ever.   
More and more lands are being closed 
to hunting thereby decreasing access 
and opportunity, young Americans are 
drifting away from the tradition which 
dates back to prehistoric times, new, 
more lethal diseases are a potential 
threat to thriving wildlife populations, 
and there is the threat from those 
groups whose sole purpose is to ban 
hunting.  We can meet those challeng-
es only if we come together.  Thanks to 
the EIRAC, the conversation has begun.  
Let’s all join in with respect and toler-
ance as our guiding principles.  n

E T H I C A L  H U N T I N G

Fair Chase and Beyond
BY EDDIE GRASSER
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Paul Phillips Hunts with Mike Odin’s Alaskan Adventures
I was fortunate to brown bear hunt 
with Mike Odin’s Alaska Adventures 
in May 2018.  It was just plain good 
fun and a successful hunt.  Everything 
went according to plan starting with 
my first conversation with Mike during 
the SCI Banquet in Anchorage – good 
organization, clear instructions and he 
lived up to all his commitments.  Equal-
ly important, the hunt was a success.

How do I judge success?  Here’s how: a 
beautiful location; lots of game; excel-
lent camp location and services; food 
where you can actually-gain weight; 
guides that listen and work hard to 
improve your opportunity for success; 
and, people that really pay attention to 
the little things.

From the flight into the hunting area 
that last week in May to the flight out 
on the first day of June 1, the experi-
ence went off with military precision.  

Worthy of note, everything that Mike 
described turned out to be spot on.  
He, and his crew, really understood 
the area and worked hard to get me 
in a position where I could complete 
my goal—harvest a brown bear.  The 
camp location and set up was one of 
the best “rustic” set ups I have had the 
pleasure to experience.  Considering 
the remote area, the equipment was 
in great shape and everything well laid 
out.  Where we camped and where we 
could “spot” were in close proximity, so 
all was well coordinated.

We flew into an area that was absolute-
ly spectacular.  Striking views which 
will stay with me for a lifetime.  The 
pilots in and out of camp knew what 
they were doing and made sure we 
enjoyed the flights.

The hunt itself was also in a spectac-
ular setting.  Was it easy?  No.  Do we 

want it easy?  No, not really.  Again, 
this was a spot-and stalk hunt so, other 
than getting to the areas to watch, it 
wasn’t overly physical.  Considerable 
glassing.  Bears, both black and brown 
where in the area.  From salt/ash flats 
to marsh covered tidal flats, the bears 
were there.  Weather, as it can be, pre-
sented some challenges with wind and 
rain.  However, based on Mike’s rec-
ommended gear, I was well prepared 
but, for two days, wind and rain made 
things difficult.

My guide, along with Mike, knew the 
area and what to expect.  We set up 
and looked carefully for the bear that 
met my parameters.  After several well 
laid out stalks, over a number of days, 
we were able to close the deal on a 
nice brown bear feeding on the tidal 
flat.  We spotted the bear at a little 
over six hundred yards then maneu-
vered carefully managing the wind 
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while keeping out of sight in order to 
get into a proper and reasonable shoot-
ing distance.  Using a Weatherby 375  
H & H with a Leupold VX 2 4 x 12 scope, 
I knew if I set up well I had the power 
to make the shot count.

It was getting well into the late after-
noon and the tide would soon be com-
ing in so we knew our time was limited.  
However, we moved carefully to close 
within 210 yards.  At that point we had 
good cover between us and the bear 
as well as an excellent shooting rest.  
With the wind in our face we waited 
to ensure the bear was positioned 
well.  Wind, after all, had turned out to 
be a difficulty on this trip.  Twice, on 
previous stalks, wind shifted at exactly 
the wrong time and the result was not 
positive.

The weather, as well as the wind, coop-
erated this time.  Clear skies and a cool 
temperature worked to our benefit.  
The bear moved away from the rocks 
and shoreline leaving a clear line of 
sight and a distance right at two hun-
dred yards.  More importantly, the bear 
did not know we were there so I waited 
for a broadside shot.

The bear cooperated.  Having a sta-
ble rest I placed the 300 grain Federal 
Trophy Bonded Bear Claw right behind 
the shoulder allowing it to penetrate 
through to the opposite side in front 
of the shoulder.  From the sound and 
bear’s reaction, it was a solid hit.  Expe-
rience taught me to shoot again, which 
I did.  This time I was slightly further 
back but, as it was quartering away 
slowly, the point of impact was perfect.

That final stalk was really a classic that 
hunters dream about.  We spotted the 
bear coming out on the flats, made 
a plan to close the distance, worked 
the wind, and got to where we had 
planned which left us with a shot I was 

very comfortable taking.  We waited 
until I felt good about this shot and 
closed the deal.  It truly was great fun.  
That plan came together very nicely.  
Then, of course, the work began.

Forgetting, for a moment, the ultimate 
success of taking a bear, I felt the hunt 
was well organized and I received what 
I had expected from a professional out-
fitter like Mike.  I have new friends and 
experiences few will ever have.  And 
that should be the result of a success-
ful hunting adventure whether or not 
you accomplish that final task.  Would 
I do anything differently?  I would have 
had my rifle weather coated prior to 
the hunt for sure.  I would have taken 
a few less items as it wasn’t as cold as I 
had expected.  Of course, when you do 
that, what happens?  It turns cold.  All 
else was good except for the weight 

gain from too much food but that is 
more an issue with me than the guides.

The final question; would I recommend 
Mike Odin’s Alaska Adventures?  Abso-
lutely, and I won’t recommend guides 
to others unless they went above and 
beyond for me.  Mike and his crew did 
exactly that.  It was truly a once in a 
lifetime experience.

Once again, the relationships devel-
oped through SCI’s Anchorage Chapter 
have proven themselves true.  Great 
people who now are great friends and 
fellow hunters.  I have been blessed to 
be able to hunt in many places many 
times over the years.  This was truly a 
great trip.  n

Paul Phillips
Tigard, Oregon
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Juneau-based Territorial Sportsmen 

(TSI) petitioned Alaska’s elected offi-

cials “to return some common sense to 

what has become a fish and wildlife cri-

sis for the State of Alaska.”  Our organi-

zation accused the Federal Subsistence 

Board (FSB) of “expanding into tradi-

tional state responsibilities, inconsis-

tent with the explicit limited authority 

granted in the Alaska National Interest 

Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA).”

Recent actions by the FSB has prompt-

ed this conservation organization to 

raise the alarm.  Specifically, the decla-

ration of the Berner’s Bay moose hunt 

as a federally qualified subsistence 

hunt and the proposal to unnecessar-

ily limit non-local hunter’s access to 

deer in Unit 2 (Prince of Wales Island) 

were the Southeast-related actions that 

brought the disturbing trend to light 

locally.

The Territorial Sportsmen concluded 

that the present trends established by 

the FSB in Southeast and other parts 

of the state will eventually lead to 

60% of the state being limited to only 

federally qualified (local) subsistence 

hunters.  This is in spite of the fact that 

federal law does not authorize this type 

of action and there is no conservation 

justification for such action.

Authorizing 25% of the Berner’s Bay 

State moose permits for only feder-

ally qualified subsistence users was 

a major change in management.  TSI 

commented:

“Given the fact that there was not a 

historical moose population in Berner’s 

Bay, with no accompanying custom-

ary and traditional uses of moose, and 

given further that the existing moose 

population at Berner’s Bay is the result 

of government and private efforts, TSI 

believes the herd should remain avail-

able to all hunters.”

“At Berners we have a place that did not 

customarily support moose, a sub-spe-

cies not normally found in Southeast 

AK, and a hunt that often requires 

specialized equipment.  Further, to 

reach this hunt one has to go past other 

moose hunting opportunities with bet-

ter access and bigger harvest numbers.  

Finally, it is a small herd that cannot an-

swer subsistence demand due to the low 

sustainable harvest.  All in all, this is 

not the breadbasket for moose hunting 

in the region.”

At the same meeting, the FSB consid-

ered a proposal to reduce the bag limit 

and shorten the season for non-federal-

ly qualified hunters in Game Manage-

ment 2.  The TSI arguments include the 

following:

“Data presented by the Alaska Depart-

ment of Fish and Game indicate that 

deer populations in Unit 2 are high, 

and that the number of deer taken by 

federally qualified hunters has actually 

increased over the past decade.  Fed-

erally qualified hunters already have 

substantially more opportunity than 

other hunters to harvest deer under 

current regulations, having a higher 

and less restrictive bag limit (i.e. allow-

ing taking of does) and a longer season 

than the state season, including a time 

of year (January) when the animals are 

at a low elevations and more vulnerable 

to beach hunts.”

“There is no indication that hunting 

by non-federally qualified hunters has 

precipitated any biological concern or 

that restrictions are necessary in order 

to provide adequate opportunity for 

subsistence; therefore the additional 

restrictions contained in this proposal 

are not warranted.”

Despite our expressed concerns, the 

FSB reduced the bag limit from 4 bucks 

to 2 bucks per year for non-federally 

qualified subsistence hunters.

These actions mirror similar illegal 

actions taken recently by the FSB such 

as closing the Western Arctic Caribou 

Herd harvest to only non-local sub-

sistence hunters even though there 

are no conservation concerns for the 

herd which still number over 200,000 

animals.  Similarly, the closing of 

sheep hunting near Arctic Village by 

non-qualified hunters for religious 

reasons and competition from outside 

hunters  again illustrated the direction 

the FSB was taking in its attempt to 

limit hunting on federal public lands to 

only local residents.

Territorial Sportsmen Petition Elected Officials  
To Stop Illegal Federal Preemption

BY RON SOMERVILLE
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The FSB’s policy adopted in 2007, states 

that the “Board will not restrict the 

taking of fish and wildlife by users on 

Federal Public Lands… unless necessary 

for the conservation of healthy popula-

tions of fish and wildlife resources, or to 

continue subsistence uses of those pop-

ulations.”  This is precisely the extent of 

authority Congress granted in ANILCA.

After petitioning the FSB to recon-

sider their actions here in Southeast, 

TSI decided that some sort of political 

action may be necessary to prevent 

this unauthorized preemption of state 

management on federal lands.  On May 

24, TSI sent a letter to our Congressional 

Delegation and the Governor explaining 

its dire consequences if left unattend-

ed.  The only response was from Senator 

Sullivan.  Needless to say, the response 

from the rest of our delegation and the 

Governor was “under-whelming.”

On October 3rd of this year a video 

conference with Sara Taylor, Erik Elam 

and Pierce Wiegard of Senator Sullivan’s 

staff met with Doug Larsen, Ron Somer-

ville, Eddie Grasser and Stan Leaphart 

to discuss our concerns in more detail.  

A forty-five-minute discussion allowed 

us plenty of time to present our case and 

offer some possible short- and long-term 

solutions.  Whether Senator Sullivan is 

able to offer some assistance is unknown 

at this point.  However, a coalition of 

outdoor organizations consisting of 

Territorial Sportsmen, Alaska Outdoor 

Council and Safari Club International are 

committed to finding some solutions.  

Matt Robus, president of TSI, summed 

up the dilemma in his letter as follows:  

“Again, we have to ask if this is what was 

intended when compromise ANILCA 

legislation passed in 1980?  Is this really 

the level of support for state manage-

ment we can expect from the federal 

agencies?  Do our delegation, state elect-

ed officials and federal agencies support 

the FSB’s regulatory extension of their 

authorities onto state and private lands 

and waters?  We believe that our elected 

officials should object to such preemp-

tion of state management on federal 

lands where no conservation problems 

exist.  After all, the quest for statehood 

was all about state management of its 

resources—particularly our fish and 

wildlife.”  n

FROM THE PHOTO GALLERY

Dr. Cyndie Fox with her trophy brown bear.
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www.wildfootprintsafaris.com

South African 
Hunts

Rifle & Bow
Help SCI Alaska Chapter  

Support Our Veterans...
Donate to the veterans endowment account!  

Your donation is tax deductible and will 
help us support deserving veterans  

continue their hunting heritage.   
For more info call (907) 980-9018.

Your car is insured. Your home is insured.  
WHY NOT insure the future  

of your fishing, hunting and  
2nd amendment rights?  

For $25, less than the cost of a license, you can preserve  
your rights.  For a lump sum of $480 or recurring monthly  

payments of $40, you get special recognition as a  
member of the Outdoor Legacy Fund.  

To donate visit:  scapacak.org  
Questions?  Call (907) 980-9018

Maximum donation allowed by law is $500.  Corporate donations are not allowed.
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Alaska’s traditional outdoor culture 
faces several major challenges, just 
as hunters, fishers and trappers do 
in every other state.  We can ignore 
those challenges, or we can make a 
concerted effort to unite and meet 
them head-on thereby ensuring those 
outdoor traditions we all hold so dear 
will endure.

The 2018 meeting marked the second 
meeting in this new effort to build 
bridges that will give our community 
the necessary tools to counter the 
increasing propensity of mainstream 
culture to move away from an overall 
inclination to support consumptive 
uses, and move toward a position of 
opposition.  That’s the idea behind 
the Sportsmen’s Rendezvous where 
Alaska’s fishing and hunting conserva-
tion groups can have a platform giving 
them a chance to become better 
informed and therefore more effective 
in preserving our ancient heritage.

The 2018 Rendezvous was made possi-
ble by the efforts of the Alaska Outdoor 
Council’s Executive Director, Rod Arno 
and myself representing SCI Alaska 
Chapter.   We also received solid volun-
teer support for set-up and clean-up 
from Ben Mulligan, Doug Vincent-Lang, 
Gary Gearhart, Susan Grasser, Kath-
leen Shoop and Steve Colligan. Last 
of all, a big thank you to the Outdoor 
Heritage Foundation and its sponsors, 
BP, ConocoPhillips, SCI Alaska Chapter, 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Alaska 
Wild Sheep Foundation and SCI Kenai 
Chapter for supporting our efforts.  

G OV E R N M E N T  A F FA I R S  R E P O R T BY EDDIE GRASSER

2018 Sportsmen’s Rendezvous –  
Time to Unite

Rod and I would also like to thank 
all those groups that supported the 
Rendezvous by sending representatives 
to the meeting.  I realize that there 
have been some conflicts over alloca-
tion issues among groups; however, I 
was very appreciative of each attend-
ee’s willingness to put that aside and 
concentrate on listening to the presen-
tations and join the discussion with an 
eye toward finding common ground 
issues we could all work on togeth-
er.  With that I would like to thank the 

Alaska Outdoor Council (AOC), the 
Alaska Professional Hunters Association 
(APHA), the Alaska Wild Sheep Founda-
tion (AWSF), the Congressional Sports-
men’s Foundation (CSF), the Kenai River 
Sportfishing Association (KRSA), the 
Resident Hunters of Alaska (RHAK), SCI 
Alaska Chapter, SCI Kenai Chapter and 
the Territorial Sportsmen (TSI).  

The main purpose for the meeting 
was to have presentations on issues of 

Gary Gearhart, George Jacoby and Mike Crawford at the 2018 Sportsmen’s 
Rendezvous.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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importance with an emphasis on those 
that provided some opportunities for 
meeting major challenges.  The pre-
senters did an admiral job giving us up 
to date information on a variety of areas 
where action could be taken to improve 
conditions for Alaska’s fishing, hunting 
and trapping community.

Rod Arno kicked things off with a thor-
ough outline on John Sturgeon’s lawsuit 
against the National Park Service.  This 
case is an important effort to ensure 
that the State remains the owner and 
manager of navigable waters instead of 
some far off bureaucrats in Washington 
DC.  Next up was Ricky Gease and Zach 
Widner with an excellent update on 
the Fisheries Modernization Act and a 
variety of local initiatives intended to 
improve opportunities for Alaskans to 
put fish on the family dinner table.

Next up we had Ethan Tyler and Brent 
Goodrum from the Division of Parks and 
Division of Mining, Lands and Waters 
respectively addressing access issues 
and where we might be able to improve 
existing conditions.  As many of us know 
from reading numerous surveys over the 
years, access is a major issue and is one 
of the most important challenges we 
need to resolve as a group.

During lunch we heard from Represen-
tative Cathy Tilton from the Alaska Leg-
islature and Zach Widner from the CSF.  
They gave a short report on national 
level legislation and a quick look back at 
issues dealt with during the 31st Alaska 
Legislature.  There are currently several 
bills in the Congress that would have an 
impact on Alaska’s outdoorsmen and 
women, both positively and adverse-
ly.  Most of them have little chance of 
passing before the end of the year, and 
all will die then.  Look for some like the 

SHARE Act and RAWA to be re-intro-
duced when the new Congress starts in 
January.

Katerina Wessels from the Office of 
Subsistence Management was our next 
presenter and reported on the recent 
hunter ethics meeting that took place in 
Fairbanks in early October.  As all of us 
know, issues of allocation and who can 
hunt and where, have been the main 
concerns that have tended to divide the 
hunting and fishing communities.  If the 
initiative Katerina is pursuing can find 
mutual agreement that could  possibly 
resolve or heal some of those divisions 
we would all be better off.  Having 
attended the October meeting myself, I 
would encourage everyone to support 
this effort and to keep an open mind.

Representative George Rauscher gave 
a short report on where he thinks 
resource issues may be headed in the 
next Legislature and addressed several 
areas of concern for sportsmen.  Fol-
lowing Rep. Rauscher was Wayne Kubat 
from APHA who updated the audience 
on progress toward creating a new 
guide concession program for state 
lands.  Although the idea has detrac-
tors, a logical look at the issue clearly 
shows that such a program would likely 
be beneficial to resident hunters.

Sport Fish Director Tom Brookover and 
Terry Thompson from ADF&G gave a 
great presentation on angler and hunter 
recruitment, retention and reactivation 
better known as R3.  It is no secret that 
numbers have been dwindling and the 
implications are not good.  This is quite 
probably one of the foremost challeng-
es to the future of fishing and hunting, 
not only because a loss of participants 
will make it harder to manage for 
sustainability, but it will also severely 

impact funding for fish and wildlife 
management.

Tina Cunning presented a great lesson 
on ANILCA and the various issues swirl-
ing around that law and the concurrent 
machinations of the federal bureaucra-
cy to diminish the promises made to 
Alaskans within the landmark law.  Tina’s 
short presentation was concise and 
informative giving the audience some 
tools they could use to join the effort to 
preserve the commitments made and 
help combat federal overreach.  We are 
so lucky to have Tina’s expertise on this 
issue and her willingness to assist all of 
our groups in fighting to preserve the 
Alaskan Way of Life.

Last of all we heard from Kevin Kehoe 
who detailed where we are regarding 
the battle to keep Alaska’s wild sheep 
populations disease free.  He gave an 
informative presentations on where we 
are with the M.ovi pathogen and what 
is being done to prevent the spread of 
this disease.

It was an action packed meeting with 
a ton of information given on issues 
important to outdoorsmen and wom-
en.  This was the second gathering and 
from comments and interest shown, 
it seems to Rod and I that it may be 
a meeting we want to make into an 
annual event with greater structure for 
hearing presentations and having dis-
cussions on issues of importance to the 
overall outdoor community.  We’ll keep 
everyone posted.  n

2018 Sportsmen’s Rendezvous... CONTINUED
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Save the Date!  February 22-23, 2019 

Alaska Chapter SCI Hunting Expo and Sportsman’s Banquet

Alaska Chapter SCI needs your help 
to make our taxidermy display at the 
upcoming Annual Hunting Expo the 
largest ever.  The fundraiser will once 
again be held at the Dena’ina Center, and 
we have room for a herd of elephants!!  
The show runs February 22–23, 2019.

Our taxidermy display is a large part of 
the expo, and “variety is the spice of life” 
so to speak when it comes to the success 
of our show.  We would like to have as 
many different species and countries 
represented as possible.  All mounts are 
welcome.  If you have a story or pictures 
of your hunt, email them to Susan at 
admin@aksafariclub.org.  We especially 

like to have mentoring or family 
experiences to share with viewers.   
Info placards will be made for each 
mount in the display, so let us know early 
if you can bring in your trophies!

This is your chance to show off years of 
hunting success. You will be entered in a 
drawing exclusive to those who bring in a 
taxidermy display. 

Contact George Jacoby at 907-243-6778 
or bigfishnak@gmail.com for more 
information and/or to reserve space 
for your trophies.  For large qualified 
collections, pickup and delivery may  
be arranged. 

Alaska’s Wildlife Needs You!

J O I N  U P  N OW !
The banquet committee is  

gearing up for the  
2019 Alaska Chapter SCI Hunting 

Expo & Sportsman’s Banquet.   
We need interested members 
to join our prestigious team of 
dedicated volunteers to help  

make this banquet the best ever!  
If you can help contact  

Susan Grasser at 907-980-9018  
or admin@aksafariclub.org

T I C K E T S
Online ticket sales start  

November 1, 2018

TA B L E S
Exhibitor Tables

Exhibitor tables available for rent.  
Or ask about complimentary table 

with a donation to the auction. 
Contact Susan at 907-980-9018 or 

admin@aksafariclub.org

Corporate Sponsor Tables
Corporate Sponsor tables avail-
able. Four levels of sponsorship. 

Depending on the level you 
choose, benefits may include:  

Dinner for 10, wine, logo-ed gift, 
advertisement in the banquet 

program & quarterly  
newsletter, and more!!   

Contact Eddie at 907-841-0358 or 
eddie@aksafariclub.org

M O R E  I N F O
See our website: 

www.aksafariclub.org
Educational Seminars schedule  

to be posted soon.

P H O T O  C AT E G O R I E S :
Trophy

Other (landscapes, etc.) 

T W O  P R I Z E S  W I L L  B E  AWA R D E D :
Winners will be based on “People’s Choice” 

W I N N E R S  A N N O U N C E D :
Saturday Evening,  
February 23, 2019

S I Z E  R E Q U I R E M E N T S :
Either 5x7 or 8x10

P R E S E N TAT I O N  R E Q U I R E M E N T S :
Matted only.   

Name, phone number and description  
must be on back of the photo.

P H O T O  D R O P - O F F  L O C AT I O N :
Alaska Fur Exchange, corner of  

Tudor & Old Seward, Anchorage
or mail to:

Ruth Cusack
PO Box 770511, Eagle River, AK 99577

S U B M I S S I O N  D E A D L I N E :
February 22, 2019

Q U E S T I O N S :
Contact Ruth Cusack at

907-854-6451
ruthcusack@live.com

Attempts will be made to display all photos,  
but space is limited.  Photos become property of 

AK Chapter SCI and will not be returned.

P H O T O  C O N T E S T

TA X I D E R M Y  C O N T E S T   T WO  C A S H  P R IZE S ! !

AK Chapter is invites all taxidermists to compete in our judged taxidermy contest.  All 
taxidermy is welcome—shoulder mounts, full mounts, fish, birds, etc.  The judging will 
be done by an outside NTA qualified judge.  Cash Prizes will be awarded for “People’s 
Choice” and “Judge’s Best in Show.”  Contact George Jacoby at bigfishnak@gmail.com 
or call  (907) 243-6778 for more info. 

S H OW  O F F  YO U R  T R O P H I E S
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747 East Ship Creek Avenue Anchorage, AK 99501
 Toll Free: (888) 995-3331

 Local: (888) 927-3330

Hugh Leslie
11505 E. Equestrian St.
Palmer, Alaska 99645
(907) 792-9959

www.innaturesimageak.com
Facebook.com/
AKTaxidermyandGameCalls

The Ak Chapter is seeking your help in identifying 
persons in the outdoor community deserving of 
recognition for outstanding service and/or actions in 
the following areas:

1. Hunter of the Year:
Our goal is to recognize and honor a hunter who, over 
the last year, has:

– Demonstrated commitment to Conservation, 
Involvement, and Contribution to Safari Club 
traditions and history.

– Pursued and taken wild animals in a Fair Chase 
environment in the past year.

– Has demonstrated respect and sense of the value 
of the animals both taken and pursued.

– Has demonstrated a sincere interest in the Alaska 
Chapter agenda and projects for more than the 
last three calendar years.

– Number of trophies taken, by itself, is not a 
measure of qualification for this award. Neither is 
size of trophy(ies), by itself, qualifying.

2. President’s Award:
The selection will be made by the President, not 
necessarily with input from any other source.

3. Crowning Achievement:
Requirements to be determined by awards 
committee after consulting with former selection 
committees.

4. Diana Award:
Equivalent to Hunter of the Year, but could be award-
ed as an adjunct to Hunter of the Year. Criteria similar 
to Hunter of the Year, but limited to female members.

5. Outstanding Member of the Year:
For continued and outstanding service to the Chapter 
for a period of at least the past year. May be awarded 
to a member who has rendered such service for 
longer than one year on the basis of long and faithful 
service. If a Board member, attendance of scheduled 
meetings will be a factor.

6. Outstanding Youth of the Year:
To recognize the boy or girl under 18 years of age (as 
of the closeout date of the selection year) who has: 

– Successfully completed a qualified Hunter Safety 
Education course.

– A record of successful scholastic studies.
– Successfully hunted a representative group of 

animals in a Fair Chase manner. (Number and/or 
trophy quality is not by itself a determining factor 
in selection.)

– Whose parent or guardian is an active member 
of the Alaska Chapter of SCI of at least two year’s 
standing.

7. Outstanding Donor(s):
In recognition of long-term support of the Alaska 
Chapter through donations of attractive and valuable 
items. Usually, but not necessarily, for hunting or 
fishing safaris or other profit producing donations.

Special Awards:
Legislator(s) of the Year:  In recognition of outstand-
ing courage and commitment in preserving equal 
access to all of Alaska’s resources by all Alaskans. 

Other subjects may be explored for selection if, in 
the judgment of the committee, such legislation is 

considered to be the equivalent of resources subject 
matter. 

Other categories deserving of Special Award are 
possible depending on decision of Award Committee. 

Requirements for awards 1 through 6:
•	 Be a paid up member of at least two years stand-

ing with the Alaska Chapter.
•	 Be nominated by at least one Alaska Chapter 

member.
•	 Has pursued Fair Chase Hunting as defined by SCI 

in the taking of animals being considered.
•	 Has practiced hunting over a period of years.
•	 Has been consistently active in SCI activities and 

pursuits for a reasonable period of time.
•	 Demonstrated ethical pursuit and taking of 

animals.

Disqualification factors:
• Solicitation of any committee member’s consider-

ation by any prospective nominee, at any time in 
the year preceding the potential award.

• Has been convicted of any game law violation in 
the past five years.

Note: Awards will not necessarily be given out every 
year in all categories listed.

To make a nomination contact Susan Grasser at  
907-980-9018 or email admin@aksafariclub.org 
before December 1, 2018.  Awards will be presented 
at the 2018 SCI Christmas Party.  n

Criteria for Alaska Chapter Safari Club Awards
Nominations due by December 1, 2018

M A J O R  S P O N S O R S
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Unlocking Alaska’s
Energy Resources

M A J O R  S P O N S O R S
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Relentless Progression. Celebrating 600 Employees Strong.

PROJEC T MANAGEMENT ·  FABRIC AT ION  
CONSTRUC T ION ·  OPER AT IONS & MAINTENANCE            

NORTh DAkOTA · TExAS · AlAskA    
An Alaska Corporation

3000 C Street, Suite 202  |  Anchorage, AK 99503  |  (907) 771-5800
www.deltaconstructors.net

Providing	 Full	Service		
		  conStruction	ServiceS

M A J O R  S P O N S O R S
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M A J O R  S P O N S O R S

Everything we do at Home Instead Senior 
Care® is driven by our universal mission:   

To enhance the lives of aging adults  
and their families.

440 W. Benson Blvd, Suite 100
Anchorage, AK  99503

(907) 277-4663

Serving Anchorage, Fort Richardson, Elmendorf, Eagle River, Wasilla, Palmer, Big Lake and Girdwood.

Home Instead® offers 
an individualized  
approach to keep  
seniors safe and 
sound at home,  

instead of  
anywhere else.
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WE ALTH MANAGEMENT   |    RETIREMENT PL ANNING   |    ESTATE PL ANNING   |    TA X PL ANNING

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC
Investment advisory services offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc.

Wealth Strategies of Alaska is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Mick Heitman, ChFC©

President, WSA
Registered Principal, RJFS

Chartered Financial Consultant

4300 B Street, Suite 507
Anchorage, AK 99503

907-561-4423
mick.heitman@raymondjames.com

wealthstrategiesalaska.com

WEALTH
STRATEGIES
O F  A L A S K A
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PUTTING AND KEEPING  
SHEEP ON THE MOUNTAIN

www.akwildsheep.org

© 2017 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. ARX77SC3 | MLWM-100-AD | 470944PM-1016 | 10/2016

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products 
and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith 
Incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and Member SIPC, 
and other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation.

Robert A Jr Bracco, CIMA®
Senior Vice President-Wealth Management
Wealth Management Advisor

800.937.0619

225 N. 9th Street, Suite 700
Boise, ID 83702

SEE YOUR AD HERE!

To find out how call 

(907) 980-9018

Outdoor Heritage Foundation 
          of Alaska

CONSERVING 
ALASKA, 
PRESERVING 
TRADITIONS
www.ohfak.org
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Eddie Grasser, CEO
grassroots53@gmail.com

(907) 841-0358

P o w e r i n g  P e r s u a s i v e  s o l u t i o n s

GRASSROOTS 
STRATEGIES

TOOL TESTING

SHOP SUPPORT

DATA SUPPORT

OPERATIONAL SUPPORT

NICHE DOWNHOLE TOOLS

Whether it is downhole tool development, specialized 
labor, shop support, machining services, data  
management or tool testing, Northern Solutions is 
here to provide resources that deliver. We were born 
here, we operate here, but have also served in the 
contiguous United States and as far as Canada, Africa, 
North Sea and Colombia.

CONSISTENCY. QUALITY. RELIABILITY.

northernsolutionsak.com  |  907-336-3343

GRANT AREND

5015 Business Park Blvd.  
Anchorage, AK 99503  

(907) 865-5550

907-222-2750
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TAZLINA RIVER 
TRADING POST

David J. Sperbeck, PhD
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THE ALASKAN HUNTER
P.O. Box 770511
Eagle River, AK  99577

C H A P T E R  E V E N T S

Fall Meeting
TBA

AK Chapter Hunting Expo & 
 Fundraiser Banquet
February 22 – 23, 2019

Dena’ina Convention Center
Anchorage, Ak 

Purchase tickets online  
after November 1st

www.aksafariclub.org

• • •

O T H E R  E V E N T S

SCI Convention
Reno Sparks Convention Center

January 9 – 12, 2019
www.showsci.org

UPCOMING   
SCI  EVENTS

CONTACT  
INFORMATION
Alaska Chapter SCI

P.O. Box 770511
Eagle River, AK  99577

Ph: 907-980-9018  ·  Fx: 907-745-6175
Email: admin@aksafariclub.org

www.aksafariclub.org

Hunter Seth Peterson (left) with brother-in-law Vince. 62" width with 8x8 brow 
formations. Taken in the Joseph River region on a remote fly-in with Tok Air Service.  
Rifle used: Dakota 375 H&H improved (ICL Kodiak) handload.


